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HEADTEACHER UPDATE

Welcome to the October newsletter.

| do hope that you have all enjoyed the start to the school year and that your child/children are settling into their new
classes. It is always a big change at the start of the school year, and it can take some children longer than others to feel
settled and get to know the staff in their new classes. | do urge you to get in touch with us if your child is still struggling,
we do have access to some resources that could offer support, and we are always here to listen and to do what we can.

As we move into the colder months, | do ask that children bring a coat to school. We do like to get outside as much as
possible at playtimes and over lunchtime, so a coat is essential as the weather turns colder. | do urge you to make sure
coats (and all uniform) are named — that way we can make sure that misplaced coats are returned to their owner.

We have quite a collection of lost property already near the ‘disco door’ which is accessible to parents so please do pop
along and have a look if your child has lost items of clothing — there are several new and hardly worn coats that | am
sure are being missed by some families.

As ever, if you have any concerns, questions or suggestions then please don’t hesitate to get in touch, either via the
school office or to me directly if it is after the office has closed.

Thank you

H Shepherdson
Headteacher

hshepherdson@broughprimaryschool.co.uk
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MRS HASKINS IS LEAVING

Sadly for us, Mrs Haskins is leaving us at the end of this week. Many of you will know Mrs Haskins (formerly Mrs
Lazenby) as she has worked across many classes and year groups during her time with us.

Mrs Haskins is moving abroad and starting a new adventure. Although we are going to miss her very much, we wish
her every success and much happiness for the future.

Thank you for everything you have done to support our school Mrs Haskins, you will be missed by us all.

EYFS PARENTS COFFEE MORNING

We are holding a coffee morning for the parents of our EYFS
children on Thursday 13" November from 10 to 11am.

This will be held in the ELSA room and is an opportunity to get
to know other parents, school staff and ask any questions you
may have. We really do hope that many of you can join us.

COLDER WEATHER

As | mentioned above, we ask that children all bring a
coat to school now that the weather is turning cold and
that all coats are named.

In addition to coats, please send your child in
wellies/boots, with a change of shoes for indoors, if it is
particularly wet. We don’t want any children having
cold and wet feet in school.
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YEAR 4 VISIT TO STRATFORD UPON AVON

We are delighted that we can take many of our Y4
pupils to Stratford in a couple of weeks to see a
Shakespeare play at the Royal Shakespeare Company.

As well as visiting Stratford, we are also visiting
Warwick Castle and taking part in a workshop on
battle and sword skills.

It is going to be a wonderful visit, and we are all
incredibly excited.

Could we please remind you to return your meal
choice forms by Friday 10" October 2025.

YEAR 3/4 DIWALI

Our Y3/4 pupils are learning their lines, their songs and their dances for their upcoming Diwali performance. For
those of you with older children in the school you will know what a wonderful performance this is and | have no doubt
that this year’s will be just as good. Keep up the great work Y3/4.

Tickets are on sale now from the school office priced at £2.50 each. There is currently a limit of 2 tickets per child.

PARENT FORUM - DELAY SMARTPHONES

Thank you to those parents who got in touch following the last newsletter to
express an interest in joining the above forum.

There is still time if you didn’t email me but would like to be involved — please do
get in touch.
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CROSS COUNTRY EVENT AT SOUTH HUNSLEY

Last week, several of our Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6 pupils
went to South Hunsley after school to participate in
the cross-country event.

They represented our school incredibly well and we
were very proud of them all for their effort,
perseverance and positive attitude.

Each of the races was incredibly tight, with our Y3/4
boys team and Y5/6 girls team coming a very close
second in their respective races.

We did have a winner in the Year 5/6 boys event
who has qualified for the individual finals later this
month!

THEATRE CLUB

As well as our links with the Royal Shakespeare Company, we have our very own theatre club who meet every
Friday after school. This year we will be performing Matilda: The Musical and we are visiting London in January
to see the play performed in The West End.

We will be holding a meeting for ‘Theatre Club parents’ about the visit on Wednesday 15* October at 6pm in
the school hall — we hope that many of you can join us.

Whilst theatre and drama clubs are brilliant in supporting children’s love of performance, drama and dance, they
are also brilliant at supporting self-confidence, resilience, teamwork and perseverance.

We held the first of our auditions last week and | was so impressed by the dedication shown by the children.
They had clearly learned their audition pieces, had practised and had thought hard about ‘how’ to perform.
There were so many children who pushed themselves and the sense of pride they experienced after auditioning
was a joy to see. Well done Theatre Club — we are all looking forward to the next auditions and to ‘show week’
in July.
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NUTS AND ALLERGIES

We have been a nut-free school for many years now as we have had, and continue
to have, children in the school with severe nut allergies.

| ask that all parents are vigilant around any packed lunch items containing nuts and
ensure that these are not sent into school.

Some children can have an airborne allergic reaction so it is essential that there are
no nuts, or nut products, in our school.

HOMEWORK

An enormous thank you to those parents who have responded to our questionnaire about homework. We have received
well over 100 responses so far but are keen to hear from as many parents as possible so please do respond if you have not
yet done so. The survey closes next week so there is still plenty of time for you to share your views and thoughts on
homework.

Just a reminder that all children in Y2-Y6 have online access to TTRS (TT rock stars) which they can access at home.
Children in Y3-Y6 also have access to Spelling Shed and Maths Shed which can both be accessed at home. These resources
are brilliant at supporting these key elements of the school curriculum and the children enjoy accessing them through
games.

CHRISTMAS CH0|R~'¢

Very soon, we will be setting up our Christmas Choir, inviting children from across the school to join together to learn
Christmas songs. Last year we took our choir ‘on tour’ and visited a local residential home, a retirement village and even
sang in Morrisons.

This year we will be joining two other local primary schools and singing at the Elloughton-cum-Brough ‘Christmas Lights
Switch On’ on Sunday 30" November. Further information will be shared with the children over the coming weeks.
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PUPIL ADMISSION NUMBERS

Proposed change to our pupil admission number from September 2027

Please see the information below regarding our request to reduce our pupil admission number in EYFS from
September 2027.

What change is being proposed?
e The school have requested that the admission number for the school is decreased from 45 to 30 for
the Reception year group for the start of the 2027-28 school year.

What reasons have the school given for the change?

e the schoolis seeing a fall in demand which is linked to a decline in the birth rate;

e pupil projection information demonstrates a clear decline in pupil numbers;

e there would be no changes to the physical capacity of the school which is able to accommodate up to
60 pupils in each year group;

e the physical accommodation and built capacity of the school will not be reduced in such a way as to
make the proposed decrease irreversible in future years. All spaces that can be used as classrooms
and teaching spaces may be used alternatively when not required as classrooms, but all shall be
retained as potential future classrooms for the future needs of the children in the relevant
community.

What other information is available about this change?
e the proposed admission number of 30 still ensures the straightforward organisation of classes;
e the school currently has an average of 39 pupils on roll in each year group which is below the current
PAN of 60, and also below the revised PAN of 45 which will take effect from September 2026.
However, this average includes Years 5 and 6 which are large year groups, if the average number of
pupils from Reception to Year 4 is used, there is an average of 31 pupils on roll per year group, this
clearly shows the decline in pupil numbers.

If approved, this change will not come into force for the year group starting in September 2026, but only from
September 2027.

Please see the link below to the ERYC page which includes further details.

https://www.eastriding.gov.uk/learning/schools-colleges-and-academies/school-admissions/school-admissions-
arrangements/school-admissions-arrangements-for-2027-28/

The consultation survey is available here:

www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/2027-2028SchoolsAdmissionsConsultation
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ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES
(TERM TIME HOLIDAYS)

As you know, holidays in term time are unauthorised and may result in fines from the local authority. This is ona’10 in
10’ rolling basis with 10 unauthorised absences in 10 rolling weeks prompting a referral to the local authority. Please
note that the rolling basis goes across academic years so unauthorised absences in the last weeks of the Summer term
and first weeks of the Autumn term can result in the '10 in '10' criteria being met and referrals being made.

As a school, we apply the local authority policy across the board and follow the guidance given to us by the educational
welfare team. This includes where pupils are reported as absent due to illness but we are made aware that actually they
are on holiday. In this situation, our guidance is to make the referral as we usually would with unauthorised absences
and that it is for parents/carers to ‘prove’ that the child was indeed unwell.

Attendance at school is crucial and whilst we all agree that holidays can be hugely beneficial to families and children,
these should not be taken in term time.

Please see the link below to the ERYC website with further details.
https://downloads.eastriding.org.uk/corporate/pages/holidays-during-term-time-and-authorised-absence-from-

school/Penalty%20Notices%20and%20Absence%20from%20School%20for%20Exceptional%20Circumstances%20(ASEC)
%20FAQs%202025.pdf

FRIENDS OF BROUGH SCHOOL (FOBS) UPDATE

FOBS held their Annual General Meeting on Wednesday, a new constitution was adopted and the Trustee committee
remains the same for another year with Louise Eastwood as Chair, Joanne Long as Secretary and Emma Earl as
Treasurer.

It was lovely to welcome new members to the group, sharing some fantastic
new ideas for future fundraising. If you are interested in joining the FOBS
family please do get in touch.

[
TT

‘Letaqef

Upcoming events include:

e Pumpkin Competition — Monday 20" to Wednesday 22" October
e Halloween Disco — Wednesday 22" October

e Christmas Wreath Making Evening — Wednesday 26" November
e Crazy Hair Day — Friday 28™ November

e Christmas Fayre — Saturday 6™ December

BROUGH PRIMARY Springfield Avenue, Brough, HU15 1AE

www.broughprimaryschool.co.uk
NEWSLETTER D148 ce735s



https://downloads.eastriding.org.uk/corporate/pages/holidays-during-term-time-and-authorised-absence-from-school/Penalty%20Notices%20and%20Absence%20from%20School%20for%20Exceptional%20Circumstances%20(ASEC)%20FAQs%202025.pdf
https://downloads.eastriding.org.uk/corporate/pages/holidays-during-term-time-and-authorised-absence-from-school/Penalty%20Notices%20and%20Absence%20from%20School%20for%20Exceptional%20Circumstances%20(ASEC)%20FAQs%202025.pdf
https://downloads.eastriding.org.uk/corporate/pages/holidays-during-term-time-and-authorised-absence-from-school/Penalty%20Notices%20and%20Absence%20from%20School%20for%20Exceptional%20Circumstances%20(ASEC)%20FAQs%202025.pdf

BROUGH PRIMARY

piarv paTes 20252026 N JE\WSLETTER

Fri 10t": Wear Yellow for Mental Health Day

Mon 13: Year 5 Boys Football @ South Hunsley

Tues 14" Year 5/6 Girls Football @ South Hunsley

Weds 15%: 6pm Theatre Club Visit Parents Meeting

Mon 20 2pm Y3/4 Diwali Performance

Tues 21°: 6pm Y3/4 Diwali Performance

Weds 22" On Your Marks Theatre — KS2

Fri 24 Break up for Half Term

Mon 3 Back to school

Tues 4" 6pm Y5/6 High Adventure Visit Parents
Meeting

w/c 10t: November Anti-Bullying Week

Tues 11t 4.30-7pm Parents Evening

Thur 13; EYFS ELSA Coffee Morning at 10am

Tues 18™: Book Fair Arrives

Thur 19*; 4.30-7pm Parents Evening

Thur 19*; Flu Vaccinations Mop Up

Fri 21 Children in Need

Weds 26: FOBS Christmas Wreath Making @ 6pm

Fri 28t: FOBS Crazy Hair Day — chocolate donations

Mon 1%t Y2 Share Day (am and pm)

Weds 3™ 2pm - Y5/6 Christmas production
Thur 4t: 6pm - Y5/6 Christmas production
Weds 10t 2pm - EYFS Christmas production
Thur 11 Christmas Jumper Day

Thur 11 Christmas Dinner Day

Thur 11 2pm — Y1 Christmas production
Fri 19" Break up for Christmas

Tues 6™ Back to school

14" -16: Theatre Club Visit to London

Fri 13t Break up for half term

Mon 23" Back to school

Thur 26™: Break up for Easter

Mon 13t Back to school
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